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Hay lift: Larry Babler picks up rolled hay to feed Maplewood. Babler manages the family’s 500-acre 

cattle in a pasture along State Highway 42 in farm with the help of his father and mother. 


Old families nurture 
Maplewood’s roots 

Some returned, some never left 


By Karil Van Boxel 

Press-Gazette 

MAPLEWOOD — The license plate on 
Ralph Zettel’s pickup truck reads 
"MAPLWD.” 

It is his way of showing pride in his 
Door County hometown. The former U.S. 

Navy captain _ 

and govern- Press-Gazette photos 
ment geophys by Joan Gutheridge 

icist returned - 

to his roots and the family farm in 1974 
after he retired. ' 

Zettel, 66,1558 Highway 42, has compa¬ 
ny when it comes to his feelings for Ma¬ 
plewood. The unincorporated communi¬ 
ty on State Highway 42 and County 
Highway H is home to about 150 people. 

Audrey Huber, 1555 Highway 42. 
moved here from Chicago 16 years ago to 
escape the rat race of the big city. Her 
husband found a job in nearby Sturgeon 
Bay and the family stayed. "We tried it 


and we’ve been here since,” she said. 

Zettel’s grandfather was among the 
first settlers in the area. The hamlet was 
known as Zettel’s Corners but a Maple¬ 
wood was two miles to the southeast and 
another was one mile to the northeast. 

When the Ahnapee & Western Rail¬ 
road changed its water stop to Zettel’s 
Corners about the turn of the century, 
the area was renamed Maplewood, Zettel 
said. 

"This was a booming little burg in the 
’20s and ’30s,” postmaster and native 
Robert Zirbel said. "About all we didn’t 
have was a doctor, dentist and lawyer." 

Ernest Eicher. 70, 1565 Highway 42, 
purchased the feed mill in 1968 after mov¬ 
ing from Chilton. He said its brisk busi¬ 
ness dwindled when the railroad depart¬ 
ed about 15 years ago. The track’s route 
now is a snowmobile trail. 

Eicher has passed the reins to his son. 

Please see Maplewood/B-2 



The Maplewood file 

□ Population: 150 

□ Utilities: Maplewood installed a 
municipal sewer and water systems 
about eight years ago. 

□ Yesteryear: A spill from a railroad 
car in 1928 left gas in the water be¬ 
cause of the bedrock, a resident said. 

□ Today: Maplewood is in southern 
Door County, where tourism hasn’t 
penetrated much. It makes Maple¬ 
wood a relatively quiet place. But a 
community hall built in 1980 gets 
steady use by 13 groups. 

□ Helping: Loretta Schmiling, 80, a 
longtime 4-H Club volunteer, said the 
organization put safety signs at en¬ 
trances to the village about 15 years 
ago. The signs warn motorists to drive 
with care in the community. 













Sweet peel: Ralph Zettel removes 














Church chat: The Rev. Wilbert Mary Catholic Church, talks out- the husks from sweet corn, which he 


Buhl, pastor of Holy Name of side the church in Maplewood, sells at his Maplewood home 
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□ Maplewood 

Fritz, who is seeking new markets 
for farmers’ grain. 

"Once this was the grain center 
of Door County,” Fritz Eicher, 44, 
863 Mill Road, said. "I’m trying to 
get back to that point.” 

Zettel and others have remained 
optimistic despite the community’s 
dwindling population and a loss of 
small farms and businesses. Some 
new businesses occupy old build¬ 
ings and the community is growing 
in a new direction, Zettel said. 

The newest enterprise is a char¬ 
ter hus service started in April by 
Lee Babler, 1666 Highway 42. It is 
a hobby for Babler, who has 70 
cows and farms 500 acres with his 
wife, Mary and son, Larry. 

The Bablers settled Maplewood 
on one end and the Zettels were on 
the other, said Mary Babler, 50. 

Leonard Heldmann, 72, who 
closed his grocery store in 1986 af¬ 
ter 33 years, has sold the building 
and moved to Sturgeon Bay. 

"I saw the handwriting on the 
wall,” he said. "There isn’t much 
left in Maplewood." 


But the people haven’t changed. 

"They are very rural-minded, 
simple people,” said the Rev. Wil¬ 
bert Buhl, 56, Holy Name of Mary 
Catholic Church pastor. "It’s a 
calm, peaceful community where 
everybody seems to get along." 

The church also has an active se¬ 
nior citizens group that grew from 
18 members in 1985 to 80. 

"It’s an excellent group, very ac¬ 
tive. We go all over the place,” said 
Buhl, who had the minimum age 
changed so he could join. 

Agatha Bretl, 87, and her hus¬ 
band, John, 89, are members. They 
moved to Maplewood 20 years ago 
after they sold their nearby farm. 

"We’ve got our roots here,” 
Agatha Bretl said. "But when the 
young ones get older they leave for 
places where there's industry.” 

The church on the hill overlook¬ 
ing the village will be 110 years old 
in November. 

"The church is the central part 
of the community. You can see it 
from Brussels, Forestville and 
Sturgeon Bay,” Buhl said. 


■ Next week: Howard in Brown 
County 



